Calling Shota 



Hiy rt ®achum' s columns and ay letters and commentaries on them have caused some 
local controversy. I have been specif lcJ^^~orittclsms , \ and~fa ct ^aT ^ and I've called 
on him to retraot ftdd aplogize for specific errors. He has been silent, save for the 
•mpty pretense of being above the fray and having learned early in his writing career 
to take the heat. With the outbreak of violence in Gaza and then the West Sank, he 
launched into a series of columns that were deceptive and misleading to those who do 
not have real knowledge of the people and forces in that area. Just before the 
Superbowl game I drafted four commentaries addressing those columns. *o sooner had 
I done this than several sfcMatories appeared in the Washington Post , which he reads 

and boasts often enough dr- having worked cle^rttTall over ^r. that 

WUsfrtVf, y). 



on the two matters about which I have criticizedlita* i£urt Jtoldheim and Mr. heachum's 
anti-Semi tio and anti-Israel columns he was, as usual, quite wrong. Cl-nJ <^4 

To dramatize how easy it is to call the shots on his supposedly well-informed 

oolunme I wrote a letter to the editor as soon as I saw the first of the Waldheim 

jy - " , 

stores only I mailed it to myself to establish when I wrote and mailed it# Peburay 3. 

I intend* to wait two weeks to see if , as I am confident he will not, «r. Meaohum 
retracts and apologizes for those many errors in those three columns that I did note 
in what I wrote » and then send the still sealed and dated envelope to the editor* 

Then , 4 on February 4, the Washington Post had a lengthy story from its staff 
oorrespondent inAmman, Jordon, underscoring the s e riouonooo of “r. ^achum's errors, CckL\w - 
*s^xr rw.«nn4 -• t”out in what I d(mailed to the papers, 

aLkqJl { 



^ 

i freedom 



in the Arab world and the^lack of it for Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. It is 
under Israel only, accjjrding to him, that these people have no civil and legal rights, 
wrote that the opposite is true, that they have more under Israel than in most of 
the Arab world, where there are almost no# governments meeting out concept of democracy* 
Hr# Meachum also wrote that from his personal knowledge and experience Arabs are 
peaceful and nonvidlent as individuals. (He avoided mention of their governments, of 
which this cannot be said.) I have Arab and part-Arab friends, some close friends, 






and I have never known them to be violent or to indicate they might be. On the other 



hand 9 when I was in college many years ago > 1 read all 20 volumes of Burton's translation 



AW 



and annotation of The Arabian Night a . The hardly recount personal nonviolence f as anyone 

A 

remembering the story of Scheherasada should remember. Or All Bak i An d the 4 Q ftfr levea , 
I ^ omit what x learned in North Africa in World War II because ,4rabs are like other 
peoples f you Just can't generalise as ^eachum did and be truthful or even Intend 

. 1 .* ■ ' • Z.‘ 

to be* Arabs are as good as any other people and as much the opposite^a s any others. 



f) 



v'..» 



I ha ve wr ifton tha t r. Meaohum's columns that I hssssraddresssd are irresponsible, 
propaganda rather than legitimate oolumn^Cpacist/ untrut hf ul^ythat he ought to know 
better than what he has written and I believe does* -that he Just puta on paper the 






* ' ■ f ’ '**! ’ 



first thing that pope into his head and - tha t contrary to his proud boast he does not 

e> ^ 

and will not correct hie many errors or apologise for imposing onathe trust of both 
tbs papers and his readers. He dC-tS f\ ft 



I'll mail what f now write and after the passing of a reasonable amount of 



time 



will send it to the editor in the sealed envelope in which I'll mail it to myself to 

d. ’%}/" ‘ 4 ' ; ' "• V'/ 

dtae- my calling of this second shot. / * / ' ./• . 

■ " • : i' ■ '• 

Jordanians, Johathan C. Hand^a, wrpte in the Washington Post, like people in 

; . *" ; v‘ *•*.» . ' > ’V . ‘V ' ‘ , V : ' ,,S \ • : * v ’ * • 

most of the rest of the world, ee* demonstrations staged all over the world, "while 

. 

Arabs in the rest of the world have never been allowed 1 a by their repressive regimes 

to show their own feelings.? As they have been doing, I add, for several months in 

■ • 

Israeli-controlled territory, including Israel proper. 

/fi l> 

Elsewhere In the Arab world there have been no mane sympathy demonatra- 

r M, 

tiona to match .those in Israel isftelf » according to a Survey by The Associated Press, 

CArfik) +ht 

Arab gc 



• • • those who demonstrate have been stopped" by 



governments and "most of the 



Arab publio appears content to keep their anger to themselves,!^ * * ' 

4 1 "Hallies in Egyjrt and Morocco in support of the Palestinians were broken up by 
tough police action, , , , 






"In Arab countries , , • significant criticism of the government is often 
automatically 
considered/ subversive . 



3 



2 . 

"Police clashed with demonstrators at Morocco's University of Few on Jan. 20" 
in support of the Paleetinains^pnd IP was told "that six protesters were killed. . . 

"X^^iftlj7,Vae7^eepiyrlMtiiiwk 

Cfirob) 

'•So deeply ingrained is ^government suspicion of democracy according to a 
member of the PLO'a central committee, "^We have systems in the Irab world that are 
afraid even of demonstrations that support them. ,H 

monitori ng, 

Bu^* according to Amnesty International and other human"' right a ('groups » in 
most of the Arab world -arbitrary arrest, torture and summary execution can be . ) 

GTh*'» Oc'h^.^ik lUvTM(C»u/&uut 

commonplace n ' * ' 

Tovt r uphii v/ ol&t ** U , , ,, 

Sve in a few datedldteails what Correspondent R anda l reports is not new and for 

years has been well known. It should have been known to any self-proclaimed expert 

- yn^^uuultm\ 

on those peoples and that area/whloh-d^ha^^ dooe r lboe-hi m a elf . 

But he not only has said nothing at all like this in all those columns — he 
indicated the opposite in the falsehood that Israel denies Palestinians Rights they 
had earlier «nR have fender Arab governments* / 

His writing, vicious and virulent by any reasonable s tended / «s Juayas 

/t /‘f 

false in many particulars^ ks=ali aimed at Israel and Jews. It is designed and in- 
tended to incite race hatre^aad given his claimed expertise, I believe this is 
by now obvious* 

From the time I wrote news copy, as I did, in 1947 or 1948, reporting that the 
^Llied^pewe^powera permitted the active Nazi and Nazi propagandist known as the Urand 
Muiti of Jerusalem to leave ^erlin and set up shop I in Jerusalem, when he continued 
Hitler' a inflamatory anti-Semitism, I have believed that one of the real reasons 
all Muslim governments were so opposed to the existence of the State of Israel is 
because tto freedoms fcT and benafit^thexT^re aTTShining light to the masses of the 
usually oppressed Islamic peepies and they don^t want an example of what freedom can 
mean and be for their peoples to see. 
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Especially because of his proud £oast of personal knowledge and area expertise 

Hr. Keachum* a many columns on that part of the world and on Jews are self -described/? 

f JLf M\ijA^cklL 

even if he did support Steve Sacha an irrelevancy/' as anti-Semitic and anti-Israel^, 
a nd - ar — i nten ded-^) rfre « , ^ 



Lv\M 

p* it - indie 



The second news story of the same day reflates to the Waldheim flap* x t i n d i c a tes 
thafcidwre=afi^-be further developments so I let that wait# 
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